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ACQUTTTED 


SENATE VOTE, AS EXPECTED, FALLS SHORT OF CONVICTING 


NEWS 


Q 


PRESIDENT TRUMP OF ABUSE OF POW ER, OBSTRUCTION OF CONGRESS 


Getty Images 


President Trump is the third U.S. president to be impeached and the third to be acquitted, after a Senate vote on Wednesday afternoon. 


Romney aware 
his defiance 


will carry a cost 


By MARK LEIBOVICH 


NEW YORK TIMES 


ASHINGTON - Sen. Mitt Romney of 
\ ) \ Utah never became president, but he 
earned a new distinction Wednes- 
day: He will be remembered as the first 
senator in American history to vote to remove 
a president of his own party from office. 
Romney, the 2012 Republican nominee for 
president, said he expected swift and extreme 
recrimination from his party for his solitary 
act of defiance. He was not incorrect. 
Donald Trump Jr., the president’s oldest 
son, tweeted that Romney “is forever bitter” 


ARTICLE I 


Near party-line vote 
Mitt Romney, the lone 
GOP dissenter, is the first to 
vote to convict a president 
from the same party inan 
impeachment trial: 


LOS ANGELES TIMES 


ANALYSIS 


Amid partisan fury, 
each side claims a win 


By Noan BIERMAN 
AND SARAH D. WIRE 


sure is difficult to imagine. 
Americans are instead left 
with toxic images from Trump’s 


Abuse of Power 


GUILTY 


ARTICLE II 


Obstruction 
of Congress 


See Romney on Page A7 


NOT GUILTY 


WASHINGTON - Minutes 
after President Richard M. Nix- 
on resigned in disgrace and 
left the White House in August 
1974, Gerald R. Ford was sworn 
in as president and sought to 
heal a traumatized nation, 
declaring “our long national 
nightmare is over.” 

Although President Trump 
was acquitted Wednesday af- 
ter his rancorous impeachment 
trial in the Senate, a similar at- 


State of the Union speech to a 
joint session of Congress Tues- 
day, with Trump refusing to 
shake House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s outstretched hand, and 
Pelosi later ripping up the text 
of Trump’s speech in disgust. 
A nation stewing with par- 
tisan fury has grown angrier, 
with Democrats bitter over a 
president they believe got away 
with abusing his office and Re- 
publicans incensed that he was 


Verdicts 
reflect 
widening 
division 

By NICHOLAS Fan DOS 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - After five 
months of hearings, investiga- 
tions and cascading revelations 
about President Trump’s deal- 
ings with Ukraine, a divided U.S. 
Senate acquitted him Wednes- 
day of charges that he abused his 
power and obstructed Congress 
to aid his own reelection, bring- 
ing an acrimonious impeach- 
ment trial to its expected end. 

In a pair of votes whose out- 
come was never in doubt, the 
Senate fell well short of the two- 
thirds margin that would have 
been needed to remove the 45th 
president. The verdicts came 
down - after three weeks of de- 
bate - almost entirely upon par- 
ty lines, with every Democrat 
voting “guilty” on both charges 
and Republicans uniformly vot- 
ing “not guilty” on the obstruc- 
tion of Congress charge. Only 
one Republican, Sen. Mitt Rom- 
ney of Utah, broke with his party 
to judge Trump guilty of abuse 
of power. 

It was the third impeachment 
trial of a president and the third 
acquittal in American history, 
and it ended the way it began: 
with Republicans and Demo- 
crats at odds. They disagreed 
over Trump’s conduct and his 
fitness for office, even as some 
members of his own party con- 
ceded the basic allegations that 
undergirded the charges: that 
he sought to pressure Ukraine 
to smear his political rivals. 

But in a sign of the widen- 
ing partisan divide testing the 
country and its institutions, the 
verdict did not promise finality, 
which members of both parties 
conceded would come only after 
the November election. 

The president himself did 
not directly address his acquit- 
tal, but shortly afterward, he 
announced on Twitter that he 
would make a public statement 
today at the White House about 
what he called “our Country’s 
VICTORY on the Impeachment 
Hoax.” He then tweeted an at- 
tack ad against Romney that 
called the senator a “Democrat 
secret asset.” 

At the Capitol earlier in the 
day, Chief Justice John Roberts, 
who presided over the trial, put 


GUILTY 


NOT GUILTY 


tempt at reconciliation or clo- 


See Impeach on Page A7 


See Acquitted on Page A6 


Hunters in WNY recorded 
safest year ever in 2019-20 


By BARBARA O’BRIEN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


There are four cardinal rules to 
hunter and gun safety, but the first 
one is the most important: 

Treat every gun as if it were load- 
ed. 

New York’s nearly 550,000 hunt- 
ers followed those rules like never 
before last year. It was the safest 
year for hunters on record in the 
state. 

There were 12 hunting-related 


shooting incidents, including one fa- 
tality in 2019, according to the state 
Department of Environmental Con- 
servation. Two of the nonfatal inci- 
dents were in Niagara and Wyoming 
counties. 

DEC Commissioner Basil Seg- 
gos attributes the improvement in 
hunter safety to ongoing efforts to 
improve safety. 

“Thanks to the efforts of DEC 
staff and volunteer hunter education 


See Hunting on Page A9 


Leafletting among signs of increase 
of white supremacists in Buffalo Niagara 


By Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


A self-proclaimed Lockport white 
supremacist said he defied Cheek- 
towaga police after they charged him 
with littering for tossing Racial Na- 
tionalist Party of America literature 
onto lawns and driveways. 

Karl Hand said he was so upset 
over the ticket that he returned to 
Cheektowaga, before his trial last 
November, and distributed more of 
the literature. 


“I called it my day of defiance,” 
said Hand, who was found guilty of 
littering and fined $300 plus court 
fees. 

Although the known distributions 
of white supremacy flyers in Western 
New York are still relatively small, 
Hand is not alone in this effort. 

The Anti-Defamation League 
maintains an online map of inci- 
dents it says involve hate-motivated 
acts of aggression and dissemination 
of white supremacy propaganda. Ac- 
cording to the map, there have been 


more than two dozen incidents in 
which white supremacy material was 
distributed in the Buffalo Niagara re- 
gion since 2016. 

While experts say there is an in- 
crease in this type of activity locally 
and nationally, it is not known how 
many people are involved in local 
white supremacist organizations. 

Even Hand says it is hard to esti- 
mate how many Western New York 
people are in the white supremacy 


See Leafletting on Page A9 
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